REMARKS AT THE OCCASION OF THE AFRICAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE
It is a privilege for me on behalf of my government to address all the delegates attending the 51st conference of the African Studies Association (ASA). Let me express my gratitude to the Chair of the Local Organising Committee for the 2008 African Studies Association conference, Prof Lynette Jackson for inviting me to speak at this event. 

It is also appropriate to convey a warm message of congratulations on behalf of the people of the Republic of South Africa to the people of the United States of America on the resounding election of Senator Barack Obama as the President elect of the United States of America. His election to this high office carries with it hope to millions of people worldwide who look forward to working with his administration to cultivate change that the world can believe in. 
The global balance impels us to pay attention to the thoughts and actions of the developed nations because what happens in the developed world has a profound effect on the developing world. 
On this occasion let me also share with you the news of the loss of the South African musical icon Miriam Makeba, fondly known as “Mama Africa”.She passed way at the Veneto Verde hospital near Naples on Sunday 9 November after performing at the Castel Volturno. “Throughout her life, Mama Africa communicated a positive message to the world about the struggles of the people of South Africa and the certainty of victory over apartheid colonialism through the art of song”.  Having spent thirty years in exile in America, she returned to South Africa in 1994 and the South African Government bestowed  upon her the honour of Goodwill Ambassador for her invaluable contribution to efforts aimed at projecting a positive image of our country abroad. Please join me and together let us convey a message of condolence to the Makeba family on this great loss. 
Approximately fifty-one (51) years ago, the African Studies Association was founded in the United States as a non-profit organization open to all individuals and institutions that are interested in African affairs and a mission to bring together people with a scholarly and professional interest in the Continent.

As we mark this milestone it is also crucial for us to reflect on the United States (US) - Africa relations.   Africa has a high place in the agenda of the United States because of the importance that America attaches to it. In the post cold war era all the US administrations have adopted the approach of offering Africa a partnership and an opportunity to join the growing circle of market oriented democracies. They have undertaken to invest in the future of Africa,  not only to offer aid for the sake of aid, but to assist  Africans to develop their infrastructure, educate their people, make themselves more attractive to outside investment so that trade can then flow. From the point of view of many African governments the policies and attitudes that the United States adopts are incredibly important largely because America has the ability to influence organisations that regulate world affairs such as the United Nations Organisation (UN) and World Trade Organisation (WTO).
The current administration, in particular, has pursued policies such as the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA), the US President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the Millennium Challenge Account all as part of the effort to combat poverty and underdevelopment that continue to characterise the African Continent. 

In his last visit to Africa, President George W. Bush labelled Africa as the last emerging economic frontier. The thrust of my address today is how we can use Africa’s strategic importance in world politics to improve the status quo in the Continent. The strategic location of our Continent, the natural and human resources that we have been blessed with, allow us to work together to maximize our participation in the globalization process for the benefit of ordinary Africans. Essentially we should move from the premise that Africa’s future growth lies in trade; therefore improved terms of trade for the Continent are critical to ensure its full integration into the global economy. 

As members of the Diaspora we should realise that market access alone does not always translate into the ability for the developing countries to participate in the global economy. We should place the need to strengthen Africa’s productive capacities and competitiveness at the centre of the Continent’s development strategy. It is also our responsibility to communicate this development strategy to our US counterparts and secure them as partners in executing it.  

Access to new technologies at affordable prices and investment in research and development, technology and innovation is equally imperative to Africa’s ability to cultivate and sustain economic growth.  Undoubtedly, the issue of technology transfer remains critical and we have to find better ways to work with the US research agencies to assist African countries to build research and innovation capacity.
Ladies and Gentleman, I urge all of us to be agents of development. Given Africa's specific and dire challenges, I believe it is important to enter into a partnership with the United States to advance the African Union's programme of New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD). The NEPAD blueprint is attractive and carefully worded, but still needs to be translated into action. We need to utilise our interactions with the people of the United States to popularise NEPAD programmes overseas. 
Let us continue to endeavour to sensitise our fellow citizens of the importance of human solidarity. We should strive to build durable bridges over the boundaries that have seperated us.
Many African countries do not have the material base to attain the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s).  We need to improve capacity in this regard. This gives rise to an urgent need for exchange of ideas particularly on the subject of climate change. Just as we work to strengthen African economies and improve governance and accountability in our respective countries, we should work to protect Africa’s natural environment. Africa is home to a remarkable biological diversity and extensive natural resources that are important not only to the Continent, but to the whole world. Ensuring that Africans are able to manage and protect this bounty should be our top priority

One of our tasks should be to explore ways to engage with the US Government and encourage them to work with us to preserve and conserve our distinctive ecology in a sustainable way, in part because of the importance of the environment to Tourism, Africa’s second largest earner of hard currency. Without the forests and natural beauty, tourists will cease to visit the Continent. Moreover it is a fact that Africa cannot successfully address conflict, poverty or health challenges without addressing natural resource and environmental management. As we have witnessed with diamonds and oil, natural resources are inextricably linked to questions of national and international peace and security. Conflict over resources and poor environmental practices undermine stability, hamper prospects for economic growth, and threaten human health.

I remain committed to work for the uplifting of the African Continent and it is my desire to partner with all of you to achieve the set goals.
I THANK YOU
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