REMARKS BY CONSUL GENERAL PN MAGAQA AT THE OCCASION OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN BUSINESS DINNER: 27 APRIL 2010



Esteemed Guests and Fellow South Africans let me extend a “Proudly South African” welcome to all of you who have joined us tonight as we usher in the sixteenth (16th) year of Freedom in South Africa.
I wish to acknowledge our guests of honor who travelled from South Africa and from out of State to grace this event. It is my pleasure to announce the presence among us of:
· the Executive Mayor of Johannesburg and Chairperson of the South African Local Government Association, Honorable Amos Masondo; 
· the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the South African Local Government Association (SALGA), Mr. Xolile George 
· Ms Reta Jo Lewis, who is responsible for the Global Intergovernmental Affairs in the Office of Secretary of State Hilary Clinton 
· Commissioner Dana Starks, Commissioner of Human Relations for the City of Chicago
· And Honorary Consul Alderman Joe Davis, Sr. from Milwaukee and his wife Magugu Davis. 





This Freedom Day presents a unique opportunity for us to remember our journey with you as a nation. We also want to reflect on our past as we map our way forward with all of you here as our valued partners.  At this occasion we also remember vividly twenty (20) years ago on 11 February 1990 as the first democratically elected President of South Africa, Dr. Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, was released from political imprisonment.
Recently South Africa signed a Memorandum of Understanding sealing the United States and South Africa Dialogue. Within the ambit of this agreement South Africa and the United States will work towards achieving greater economic and political co-operation.
It is in this spirit of a qualitative partnership that we invited all of you as leaders of business to join us tonight to consolidate the relationships that we have established with you over the years.  
 While executing  our mandate of trade and investment promotion and socio political co-operation we implore all our guests here tonight to take a keen interest in partnering with South African businesses to fulfil our mandate to improve the lives of South Africans.  


 In forty four (44) days time South Africa will host one of the most significant sporting spectacles the world over, the 2010 FIFA World Cup. Notably, following South Africa’s successful democratic election in 1994, the FIFA Congress Meeting in Chicago decided to incorporate South Africa as a member of the World Sporting Body. Subsequently on 16 May 2004, South Africa won the bid to host the 2010 FIFA World Cup.
You are all invited to visit South Africa to experience this historic event.  For those of you who will not be able to make it to South Africa for the spectacle, may I invite you to join the South African Consulate in Chicago as we bring the World Cup to you. We will be hosting the kickoff game in Chicago at Daley Plaza on June 11 2010 and the closing match at Soldier Field Stadium on 11 July 2010. 
I convey my gratitude to all the guests present for the wonderful opportunity to interact with you. I look forward to the elevation of our relationships and partnerships for the benefit of our two countries. My special gratitude goes out to the Officials and Staff at the South African Consulate General whose dedication and hard work has made the execution of our mandate possible.
Please enjoy your dinner and the deliberations that are planned for tonight.  

 Thank You.
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