REMARKS FOR DALEY PLAZA: OPENING OF 2010 FIFA WORLD CUP ACTIVITIES IN CHCIAGO
11 JUNE 2010

Fellow South Africans, friends of South Africa in the Midwest, members of the Mexican community in Chicago, colleagues and distinguished guests, welcome!
This morning marks the beginning of what promises to be a very special month, perhaps even a tipping point, in the history of South Africa and the continent of which we are proud to be a part.
In a few moments, one of the world's great sporting events, the FIFA soccer World Cup, kicks off for the first time in Africa.
The significance of this occasion is summed up in a simple phrase found in two of our 11 official languages, Setswana and Sesotho.
Ke nako, It's time.
As South Africans, as Africans, we are proud and delighted to be able to share this time with the people of Chicago and the Midwest and we are honored that you have taken the opportunity to share it with us.
I hope you will join me in congratulating all the African nations who have qualified for this year's World Cup. There are six of us in all. We may not be your first choice to win the Cup, but let us agree that it would be a fine thing if an African team were to make it to the final against your team.
Finally let me say how pleased we are to be hosting Mexico. For the next 90 minutes, the rivalry between us will be intense, but it is a rivalry between friends whose off the field partnership grows steadily deeper. I'd like to express my sincere thanks to my counterpart for helping make today's screening possible.
And now truly it is time. Ke nako. Let the excitement begin.

